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Named Sports Illustrated's best football book of all time and a #1 NYT bestseller, this is the
classic story of a high school football team whose win-loss record has a profound influence on
the town around them.Return once again to the timeless account of the Permian Panthers of
Odessa -- the winningest high-school football team in Texas history. Socially and racially divided,
Odessa isn't known to be a place big on dreams, but every Friday night from September to
December, when the Panthers play football, dreams can come true.With frankness and
compassion, Pulitzer Prize winner H. G. Bissinger unforgettably captures a season in the life of
Odessa and shows how single-minded devotion to the team shapes the community and inspires
-- and sometimes shatters -- the teenagers who wear the Panthers' uniforms.The inspiration for
the hit television program and film of the same name, this anniversary edition features a new
afterword by the author.

“A classic of American sports writing.”―New York Times"[An] inspiring story about a small town
and it's unbelievable football team. Starring unforgettable characters in a setting you'll never
want to leave, this is a must-read for true fans."―Bustle.com"Groundbreaking."―Austin
American-Statesman "About more than football. Buzz Bissinger's story about the 1988 Permian
High School Panthers football team from Odessa, Texas, is a critical look at the impact of high
school football on a football-crazed community. It's not but about 365 pages long...but
sometimes, even in the fall and winter, you need a brisk read that's not too heavy."―Arkansas
Democrat Gazette“The movie and TV show are good, but the book that inspired them is even
better…[A] compelling look at how the high school dynasty shapes the pigskin-crazed small-
town community of Odessa, Texas.”―Men's Fitness"Bissinger makes you feel the tensions of the
kids, who are not just playing a game, but literally fighting for the honor of their town. He also
accomplishes the more difficult feat of making the team's rabid fans sympathetic. His language...
[echoes] the mythical proportions of the game and a season that will render the rest of the
players' lives a dull denouement. Fascinating even for those, or maybe especially for those, with
no interest in football."―Library JournalAbout the AuthorH. G. Bissinger is the Pulitzer Prize-
winning author of five books, including the New York Times bestsellers Three Nights in August
and Friday Night Lights, the classic that inspired the acclaimed movie and television series. He
is a longtime contributing editor for Vanity Fair and has written for the New York Times, the New
Republic, the Daily Beast, and many other publications. He divides his time between homes in
Philadelphia and the Pacific Northwest.
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Dierdre Zimits, “I was expecting the book to be just like the television show but I was presently
surprised that .... I am a Junior at Sacred Heart Prep in Atherton California. For my English class
we were assigned to pick a nonfiction book to read independently. I originally chose Friday Night
Lights because I had watched the television series. I was expecting the book to be just like the
television show but I was presently surprised that it was much different.Friday Night Lights
explores racial and social issues through the story of a small Texas town’s football team and
their big dream of winning a state championship. The Permian High School Panthers are the
biggest thing in Odessa Texas. They carry the town on their back as they take the field every
Friday night to defend their school and town’s name. With this comes a lot of responsibility and
pressure for these athletes.B.H. Bissinger, the author of Friday Night Lights, graduated from the
University of Pennsylvania and is now a Pulitzer-Prize winning author. Bissinger started as a
sports editor at a small newspaper but eventually wrote columns for the New York Times, Vanity
Fair, Sports Illustrated, and other magazines. In 1988, Bissinger moved to Odessa Texas to
write Friday Night Lights which became a New York Times bestseller.Bissinger’s purpose was to
explore Odessa and it’s culture and the hopes that the Permian Panthers football team brings to
the town. Friday Night Lights is intended for young adults specifically high school students who
can relate to the pressures and expectations that the football players face during the fall
season.Bissinger was successfully able to portray the atmosphere of Odessa Texas. He was
able to transform a small, working-class town into a place of community where dreams come
true. Intertwined are racial and social justice issues, along with the struggles that many high
school students face when it comes to academics and athletics. Friday Night Lights relates to
my life because I am a student athlete and with that title comes a lot of responsibility. Like the
Permian Panthers football players, my parents, peers and teachers all expect a lot out of me.
This book helped me understand that many kids have similar expectations, and that it is very
possible to balance all variables and in the end still reach your dreams.Friday Night Lights is a
well written book that all young adults should be able to relate to. The book captures the feeling
of community that the football team brings to Odessa perfectly. The true sense of hope is
created through the team and towns’ quest for a state championship. I would recommend this
book to anyone who is looking for a good read that will leave you questioning your goals and the
work you put into reaching them.”

Dr. Wolfe, “Excellent Quality Used Book!. Excellent quality, quick arrival cliean pages and solid
spine.”

Bob, “Great as long as it sticks to the team and football; blue-state lib diatribe otherwise. The
Twenty-Fifth Anniversary edition is actually three books: a) a blue-state review of manners and
mores in Odessa and Texas, totally boring and annoying;b) a very well-written, gripping, and



empathetic account of the '88 Permian Panthers and those kids and their lives in and after '88;
and c) another very good, empathetic followup, 25 years later, of whatever happened to those
now-grown kids. Except that it's written in its original version using the Margaret Meade-aspect
of looking at anything that exists south or west of the Pennsylvania line, i.e., that the rest of us
are some strange tribe whose uneducated ways need to be reviewed and corrected by these
clowns, it's really very enjoyable.Bissinger's empathy really comes through when he's dealing
with the kids and what they do.He really makes up for a lot of the shortcomings of the originally
written version with his revisit 25 years later---no annoying macroanalysis, just the lives of those
five guys that he knows so well and kept up with over the years.I looked at the credits for the
original and there were several NY-based editors at Addison listed, and I have a hunch that they
played some part in the lecturing, hectoring tone that had to do with the "analysis."The movie,
which I love, takes huge liberties with the story: it is nowhere near a faithful recounting of the
facts.”

Natalie Shelton, “Read This Without Question. Brilliantly researched, reported and written.. This
is a must read, particularly for anyone interested in sociology, Texas, and/or team sports. Neither
the film nor the television show can honestly compare to the depth of Buzz Bissinger’s reporting
in this text. The reader finishes it knowing the characters (featured players, coaches, and
residents) intimately. The prose is eloquent and reads with ease. The memory of the significance
of this book’s contents will not be forgotten and it’s lessons are timeless. It is such a great read. I
reiterate, this is a fantastic read; and I am not even that into sports and football. This is simply a
beautifully-told story of a town, its history, its residents, its values and its cultural and socio-
economic state. It’s as important today as it was in 1988 when Bissinger lived for a year in
Odessa to research and write about the town and its Permian football team.”

Steven Bowman, “My friend always talked about how much he loved the show and books of
Friday Night Lights and .... My friend always talked about how much he loved the show and
books of Friday Night Lights and when I was presented the option to choose a non-fiction book
for English class, I chose this book and do not regret it at all. I am a senior in high school and
have played multiple sports throughout my time at high school and I am a huge fan of sports and
competition. So when I heard a little about this book, I knew it was going to be an awesome read.
At first the around 400 pages in this book startled me due to me not reading on my own much,
but this book made it seem like it was way shorter because it was so entertaining and interesting.
This book was extremely easy to read because of the great storytelling style of Bissinger
because it helps to deliver a great message and feel for the book. The story of the Permian
team and the players and their journey in the 1988 season is very in depth and entertaining from
a sports standpoint and a writing standpoint. After reading it you feel like you've developed a
bond with the players and are apart of the team. Overall this book is a great read and if you are
into sports or just being apart of a team or tight knit group, I highly suggest this book.”



Mrs. M. V. White, “Five Stars. Another gift very  well received!”

Pepetonio, “Excellent reality based story. Being a college sports student this story resonates and
sparkles good and not so good memories. Victory and Defeat, and the price to get or suffer are
elements that are brilliantly discussed in the book. Without ever living in the US, this story is so
well written that I could still relate to most of its content.. the circumstance, the environment but
most of all the drive.... to be someone, to become someone. A lot to learn from it, as the situation
could be not only for football, but for almost anything related to growing up, meeting parent's
expectations and as parents to question ourselves to know bettter on what is best for our kids.”

Alopez, “I love this book. Just love it. I bought it again for a present. I loved the movie, not so
much because of the football (I barely understand the game), and tht got me interested in the
real story, so I read the book, and I loved it even more. It makes for a fascinating read, to learn
about that small and kinda hopeless town that puts all their illusions on a bunch of teenagers,
there is an air of melancholy that impregnates it all. Later I loved the TV show even more, and I
think that it makes for an even better adaptation of the book, not the facts, but the spirit. Its a
great read for fans or not fans of football.”

Nevin Fishman, “Great read!. What a great read. More about sociology than football. I think it’s
part of the US educational curriculum.”

V. Hall, “Five Stars. Great Book.”

The book by Grace Chang has a rating of  5 out of 4.6. 717 people have provided feedback.
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Language: English
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Dimensions: 5.5 x 1.13 x 8.25 inches
Hardcover: 160 pages
Reading age: 9 - 18 years
Lexile measure: 1220L
Grade level: 4 - 12
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